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Cherry Greenway has sent these two interesting

reminders of last Autumn:

Welcome to the Spring 2010 News Sheet

By the time you receive this issue of our News Sheet,
hopefully, this seemingly interminable winter will have
given way to some warmer spring weather and we shall

have already had our first foray of 2010.
Last Autumn was an eventful one for the Group as, in
addition to our normal foray programme, we

•

held a pleasingly well attended 'Exhibition &
Identification Day' in theWoolhope Room at Hereford
Museum - see page 18;

•

led a public foray for the Herefordshire C.C.

Parks

Department at Queenswood Arboretum
- disappointingly attended, partly due to the weather;
•

placed a poster commemorating Dr. Henry Bull in St.

Michael's Church, Breinton, where he is buried (which

She says, "I counted over 300 Coprinus comatus in
Forthampton churchyard, nearTewkesbury, October
2009."

we hope to follow up sometime with a more
permanent plaque).

The 2010 Foray Programme has been out now for several
weeks and you will see that we have a busy year ahead of
us again. As requested at the AGM, we have included a
Workshop on Sat. Oct.16th, 'Name that Fungus! An

Introduction', particularly for those who have more recently
started foraying. Hopefully, there will be a good take-up
of places.
In this News Sheet, as a result of his researches, Ted
Blackwell has given us a most interesting account of
Dr.

Bull's life, showing what a remarkable man he was.

Tom Preece has contributed an article on Illosporiopsis
christiansenii, with some very nice photographs by Bryan

Lack. It is particularly useful, in that it distinguishes
between this fungus and a not uncommon look-alike,
Marchandiomyces corallinus. The article may well also
appear (if it has not already done so) in the British Lichen

Society Bulletin.
Jo Weightman has written about the 14species of Pholiota
which have been found in VC 36 (Herefordshire) to date.
As always, her descriptions will be especially valuable to
HFSG members and encourage us all to look for more.

Also. "Pluteus aurantiorugosus photographed by me but
found by Keith & Val Davies (DFG) inside a hollow black
poplar on Castlemorton Common near Welland
(Worcs.), 6th November 2009."

Finally, Debbie Evans shares with us her enthusiasm for

finding grassland species in churchyards and cemeteries,
including some beautiful photographs.
Don't forget that the Editor is always looking for your
conthbution(s) to the News Sheet - the deadline for the

Autumn issue is 20lh SeptemberHappy reading!

Mike Stroud
e-mail: mikestroudi (5ibtinternet.com
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RECORDERS REPORT
CREDENHILL CAMP WOODS 02.09.09

Moccas, has a scattering of records across the County,

The total number of species recorded at Credenhill now

but is never common.

approaches the five hundred mark. This year's foray
added a further 8. Conditions were very dry, resulting in a
shortage of mycorrhizal species in particular - only
Lactarius blennius, L. pyrogalus and the common, but
beautiful Inocybe geophylla being recorded. Saprophytes
occurring on wood were fruiting, including the red-stiped
and clustering Collybia erythropus.

GARNONS HILL WOOD 07.10.09

Rain had still not fallen, so conditions were not good and
no mycorrhizal species were recorded. Fortunately, as
this site has not been much surveyed in the past, all
records assumed a greater than usual significance. Very
little was present in the conifer plantation, but it was too
early for this habitat: we fared rather better under the
beech, finding the Jelly Baby, Leotia lubrica and the
Also Mycena stylobates, which occurs on leaves and small

dramatically orange-staining Mycena crocata.

woody debris and is one of the minute white species with
a basal disc. The record of Jew's Ear, Auricularia

auricula-judae on beech, while not unique, is of note.
MOCCAS 13.09.09

We had to look very hard to find the 50 species recorded,
as the dry spell continued. The grassland produced only

Hygrocybe inslpicla, Clavaria fragilis (=C. vermicularis)
and Bovista nigrescens. The microfungi Didymosphaeria

conoidea and Lophiostoma angustilabrum were new to
VC36. Where the abundant dead wood had been
engulfed by bracken it was possible to find common
brackets, among them Datronia mollis, which is always a
pleasing find.

Poculum petiolorum, which should be looked for on

petioles and midribs of fallen beech leaves, has only been
recorded a few times in the County. Tulasnella
thelephorea was only previously known from 4 English
and 2 Welsh counties. It is a "jelly fungus" which occurs in
the hymenium of some corticioids, in this instance of
Botryobasldium vagum itself having been recorded only
once before in VC36 -as long ago as 1926. It was then
recorded as Cortlcium vagum and slipped through my net
when checking frequencies - please remove the * against

this species on your foray list. Sistotremastrum
The terrestrial Sebacina epigaea was a new site record.
Cortinarius bibulus, an alder species, is only the second
county collection, (first at Haye Park Wood)-

Alder is also

the host for Naucoria bohemica which was locally
abundant. Scopuloides cf rimosa was present on dead
alder wood, but Alick Henrici tells me that this species
presents difficulties, hence the 'ef designation. Boletus
radicans (=albldus), recorded for the second time at

niveocremeum, collected on spruce also has a limited UK
distribution and is another vice-county first.
QUEENSWOOD ARBORETUM, DINMORE

24.10.09

A miserable wet day, following protracted dry weather and
so not much to be found anywhere! Most memorable

were large colonies of the shiny black buttons of Bulgaria

inquinans on recently fallen oak and Pleurotus dryinus on
standing ash. Mycena inclinata was fairly frequent on oak
stumps, the foxy flush beginning to show at the stipe base
but the mousy smell hard to detect in all the wet. The
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worst was the loss of Millie, Stephanie's dog and the best
learning that she had been found.

QUEENSWOOD ARBORETUM, DINMORE 14.11.09
This was a public meeting, so there were more keen eyes
to seek out the still hard to find fungi. Some fifty agarics

were recorded - so sufficient to engage the attention of
newcomers. However, the dearth of mycorrhizal species
continued. Just four Lactarius - all common - were found,
but two were new to Queenswood: also, one common
Russula. Recent rain had brought up the Mycenas (10
species) and Hemimycena lactea swarmed under the
conifers. The most interesting collection was of the pale,
slimy Pholiota lenta (see page ...).

The tapioca-like

pustules of Hypocrea pulvinata had colonised an old birch
polypore, an example of a fungus on a fungus.

HOLME LACY 18.11.09 (photos: see next page)

Because we had difficulty with parking and finding access,

BRADNOR HILL 04.11.09
Some grassland species were in evidence with nine
waxcaps being recorded, including the "new to site'
Hygrocybe coccinea and H. laeta.

Also found were the

common E. conferendum, Dermoloma cuneifotium,
Cystoderma amianthinum, just one club, Clavulinopsis
helvoia, and the gasteromycetes Bovista plumbea and

Vascellum pratense. Cordyceps militaris, the scarlet clublike asco, which parasitises butterfly pupae, was found on
the recce.

and the pasture looked from a distance unpromising, we
fell gratefully into a conifer plantation where at least an
abundance of fungi could be seen.

Most were common

species, but after such a poor season, they provided

records if not treasures.

Strobilurus esculentus was

abundant on fallen and buried cones.

Clitocybe

houghtonii present in ones and twos, and three Lepiotas

raised the tone somewhat. L castanea is a fairly common
species but L. felina is described in CBIB as occasional to
rather rare, while L magnispora
{ventriosospora) has occurred in but
a handful of VC36 sites.

Ripartites

tricholoma only too easily confuses

the finder as it resembles a
Clitocybe, but has khaki coloured
gills and drops a pale brown spore

print. Two members, who had
struck off into a broadleaved wood
were rewarded with Rhodotus

palmatus.
LITTLE BREINTON 02.12.09

This, our last foray of 2009, proved
well worthwhile. Firstly, we surveyed
the lawns and shrubberies.

The

mossy lawns supported common
waxcaps,

Rickenelia fibula and

swartzii, the club Clavulinopsis
helvoia, Clitocybe rivulosa and
Mycena flavoalba. They would repay

another look. A suite of common
saprophytes was present in the
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shrubberies. Here and elsewhere that morning we

were recorded.

recorded Agaricus impudicus (=variegans). The "true'

Pholiota squarrosa were noted on apple wood. The

Xerocomus chrysenteron was frequent under a cedar and
it was interesting to see Peziza micropus on a fallen

seldom recorded Marasmius epiphylloides was found on
moribund ivy leaves in the hedgerow. The most significant

conifer.

record was Sphaeropsis visci on fallen dying sprigs of

In all, we recorded 28 species in the grounds. It

was not possible to look at all of the orchards, so we
looked at those especially recommended by Miss Bulmer.
A few patches of rabbit(?)-grazed turf supported common

Several large clumps of the striking

mistletoe - curious that this fungus is so scarce in the
County when the host is so common. Resupinatus tricotis
was recorded in a small disturbed and derelict spinney.

grassland fungi but, on the whole, few terrestrial species
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Breinton churchyard 02.12.Q9
This was a bonus. After placing our poster about Dr Bull

Mycena clavularis on fallen yew bark Cwmdu churchyard
12.12.09, Shelly Stroud

in the church porch we quickly realised that the
churchyard is a promising site for fungi. We recorded 4
waxcaps, including Hygrocybe fornicata which I think of as
uncommon in Kent, but which may be less so in the west,
5 clubs, including Ciavaha tenuipes possibly often
misrecorded as C. acuta and Trichglossum hirsutum. The
"true" Xerocomus chrysenteron was again recorded, this
time under Tsuga sp. Otidea atulacea (photo: see
previous page) was found just outside the churchyard but
in the litter from trees inside.
Other interesting VC36 records

Amanita submembranacea Mortimer Forest 01.12.09, Jo
Weightman

Dichomitus campestris on attached dead hazel branch
Mortimer Forest 21.10.09, Jo Weightman
Hygrocybe cf citrinopallida Brockhampton 01.11.09,

Cherry Greenway. Hoping for a voucher of this next year.
Illosporiopsis christiansenii on alga and lichen thalli, on
fallen ash twigs 14.12.09, Ted Blackwell

What has particularly impressed me as I compile each
foray report has been the constant recording of new

Melastiza chateri Little Doward mid December 09, Jean

species at a site, quite often of really common fungi, even

Wynne-Jones

when the location has been regularly visited. It has

Mycena pterigena on dead bracken Downton Gorge

brought home to me the value of our survey work even
when, as this year, fungi have not been prolific.

14.11.09, Jo Weightman
Pholiota spumosa on indet pile of recent chippings
Mortimer Forest 01.12.09 voucher to K, Jo Weightman

This is is my opportunity to thank all collectors and
especially those who have been lumped under the Group
heading of HFSG on the foray lists. A further thank you

goes to everyone who has sent me lists of records. I know
Piptoporus quercinus on a new tree at Moccas early

that hours of work with books and microscope lie behind

September 09, John Bingham

this.

Spathularia flavida Hergest Croft 01.11.09, Mike & Shelly

Finally PLEASE let me have your day to day records

Stroud

•

what you see in your garden,

•

what you see walking the dog,

•

what you see on the chippings in the beds outside the
supermarket, etc., etc

in or out of VC36-but do include the date and, if
possible, a map reference.
Jo Weightman, Recorder

Out of county records
Arthroderma curreyi on a feather - probably a blackbird's -

Dudmaston Estate nr Bridgenorth Shropshire 03.10. 09.
Ted Blackwell
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"A FORAY AMONGST THE FUNGUSES" AND THE EXCEPTIONAL DR. BULL

There is a long-standing custom
among field mycologists in the
English-speaking world of referring to
a fungus field meeting as "a foray".
The origin of this singular tradition
may seem lost in the mists of time but
it springs from the earliest recorded
fungus field excursion, the archetypal
"first foray". It underpins the very
history of British mycology and its
roots are deeply embedded in the soil
and territory over which the
Woolhope Naturalists' Field Club of
Hereford ranged in the nineteenth
century. More specifically, it arises
from the motivation and keen
enthusiasm of an exceptional founder
member and former president of the
Club, the most remarkable and
illustrious Dr. Henry Graves Bull.

Through his exceptional ability as a
student he had won Gold Medals and

other prizes1 and he came to Hereford

well qualified as a physician. Although
he arrived initially for interview for an
appointment, which in the event he did

not take up, he thereafter made
Hereford his home, becoming a
respected doctor with a successful
private practice. Along with his sharp
intellect and driving energy, his natural
charm and sociability and widely
ranging interests led him to engage in
numerous pursuits throughout his life.
But he was sensitive to the needs and
sufferings of others and at different
times held appointments in a variety of
public, charitable and philanthropic
activities and seems to have been a

tireless worker in whichever way his
efforts were directed. Amongst other
offices he was physician to the General Infirmary, a
governor of the Hereford Dispensary, medical officer to
Hereford prison, Justice of the Peace, a patron of the

The early nineteenth century had
seen an upsurge in discovery and invention, with an
increasing public awareness of scientific endeavour and
progress.
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Among the many advancing strands of Natural History,
Geology was interpreting the rocks and landforms of the

British landscape. In 1836, at about the time Darwin
returned from his voyage in the Beagle, Sir Roderick
Murchison published his monumental geological treatise
The Silurian System, based in part on researches in the
Herefordshire countryside, notably on an area centred on
the village of Woolhope. The Woolhope Club's first
secretary, the amateur geologist M.J. Scobie chose the
Club's name as reflecting the significance of the singular
Herefordshire geological formation surrounding the village
of Woolhope, known more generally as the Woolhope
Dome. This is an upwarping of Silurian limestone strata,
forming an inlier within the Devonian Old Red Sandstone
and resulting in an unusual landscape pattern of
concentric hills and dales.

About this time Henry Graves Bull was in the early stages
of his medical training at Northampton hospital, later at
university in Edinburgh and including a year in Paris. It
culminated, after graduating MD Edinburgh, in his arrival
in Hereford in 1841.

Herefordshire Friendly Society and a founder member of
the Free Library.
His cultural associations were similarly
broad and included membership of such as the Hereford
Debating Society and the Hereford Literary, Philosophical
and Antiquarian Society. He has been described as a
polymath and one might well suspect a workaholic
2.3,10
also.7""

Even though the annals of the Woolhope Club afford only

glimpses of his life and interests, from the first pages of
the Woolhope Club's Transactions (TWNFC) in 1852 it is
clear he is influential and much involved in the realm of
natural history. In particular he is interested in botany,

with a commitment to its pursuit scientifically.
Alongside his medical duties he pursued his natural
history interests with enthusiasm, embracing a wide range
of topics. Early in the history of the Club, Bull was acting
as botanical referee and in 7WA/FC1864 he published a
long and detailed paper (about 40 pages) on The Mistletoe

in Herefordshire. In addition to botanical topics, he
contributed papers on a number of seemingly unrelated
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subjects including hill forts, Ryeland sheep and fossils

This has now been more than amply confirmed by the
recent re-discovery by Jo Weightman,

There is no overwhelming
documentary evidence to suggest

our Recorder, of four folios of over 480

where and when Bull's knowledge

watercolours of fungi by Bull at the

of fungi began.

Royal Botanic Gardens, Kew, dating

It may have started

in his childhood rural environment

from 1862B. Although, amongst these

and been part of his general interest

folios, there are a few painted by others,

in natural history.

the sheer number which Bull executed

It may have been

from his year's sojourn as a medical

himself suggests his knowledge of fungi

student in Paris or family

was more than incidental and,
moreover, that his longer term ambition

Continental holidays.

was to produce a collection of
illustrations of Herefordshire fungi.

Bull had been born in 1818 at rural
Pitsford, near Northampton, where it

Certainly, as we will see shortly, he

is believed he was taught botany by

would propose, and successfully, that

his parents and in those early days

the Club's Transactions should carry

fungi were included in botany -

illustrations of fungi, but British

although somewhat
condescendingly referred to as the

mycophobia then was no less evident

'lower plants'.

featured among the Club's interests and

than today. Hitherto, fungi had not

In such countryside

it is easy to imagine that as 'lower
plants' they were probably treated with

surroundings he was likely to have
been familiar with mushrooms and
other common toadstools as part of
plant lore.

Bull's

disdain by botanists and as table fare

would have included

A painting ofAmamta muscuha (Ffy Agarie)by Dr. Henry Graves
Hull. (IVith permission from the Royal Botanic Gardens, Kew, where

references to

the original appears in 'Herefordshire Fimgusses').

medical training

scorned by the rest.

With ignorance and

prejudice to counter, it
was tactical to prepare
the ground by glossing

medicinal plants,
perhaps with some bearing on the avoidance of poisonous

the subject with the respectability of scientific endeavour,

plants and toxic fungi. One cannot imagine him spending

coupled with charitable intent.

a year in Paris without encountering fungi, either in the

medical syllabus, or as everyday fare where, oblivious of

We find, therefore, in the Transactions of 1867 the record

British mycophobia, favoured species were traditionally

of a somewhat odd paper, although the unsuspecting

considered not only edible, but Nature's bounty.

Woolhopeans may not have thought it strange.

Moreover, there were said to have been 1200 miles of

because much seemed to be made of very little; the

cultivated mushroom beds in the "catacombs" or "great

matter could have been resolved informally by a few

mushroom caves" under Paris suburbs.4

It was odd

moments' private conversation between the author and Dr.

Bull. Why go to the formality of presenting a paper about

Undoubtedly he was accustomed to researching his
subject and it is reasonable to assume that he would have
acquired reference books on his chosen topics. Quite

a simple matter on a subject of unlikely interest to the

apart from Continental treatises on fungi, English works

The author was a Mrs Key and the paper related her

members?9

were available by such as Badham, Bolton and Berkeley &

observations, from which she had concluded that two

association of Withering's Botanical Arrangement of British

fungus species which were known under different names
"are really one and the same plant altered by those

Plants, in which John Stackhouse contributed descriptions

circumstances of habitat, weather etc

Broome.5 He would be aware of the Herefordshire

".

and records of fungi from Caplar Hill and Haugh Wood

and it is on record that Bull's collaborator, Edwin Lees,

We know these fungi today as, respectively, St.

used this work.D

Mushroom (Calocybe gambosa) and the Field Mushroom
{Agaricus campestris). Clearly, she was mistaken, as they

Circumstantial evidence suggests that Lees, the renowned
President of the neighbouring Worcestshire Naturalists'

differ in a number of ways:
•

have been the first to record the presence of myrcorrhiza
on the roots of Yellow Birdsnest, Monotropa hypopitys (in
The Phytologist, Dec. 1841)- He described "a hirsuture

St. George's Mushroom is so-called because it
occurs mainly in April, near St.

Club, was his fungus mentor and, incidentally, they were
both members of the Edinburgh Botanical Society. Lees
included fungi within his botanising and, in fact, appears to

George's

George's day, has

cream-coloured gills, does not have a ring on the
stem and smells strongly of newly-ground meal;
•

the Field Mushroom usually occurs in late summer,

has a ringed stem, chocolate coloured gills and a
typical mushroom smell.

that appears to be a byssoid fungus" (although only in

1882 was this fully elucidated by F. Kamienski).7 That

In the Transactions, the account of Mrs Key's paper

Lees was participating in Woolhope Club activities almost
from its inception can be seen from his contribution of the
papers to the Transactions in 1853 and 1854 and his

occupies one and a half pages and Bull's explanatory
reply takes up another half page. However, Bull had not
finished and the report of his further discourse takes up a

attendance at Woolhope meetings. It has not been

further two and a half pages.

possible to glean from the early Transactions when Bull's
interest in fungi quickened, but it certainly began much

Bull clearly had a longer-ranging objective than discussing

earlier than when first manifest in those pages.
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the two species in question. He needed a pretext to

introduce the novel and contentious topic of fungi to
sceptical members. One may see the event of Mrs Key's
paper as significant, as it appears to have been contrived
as a 'fungus curtain raiser' to the Club. Having given his
rather short reply to Mrs Key Bull at much greater length
used the occasion to expound on the study of fungi. It
was important, not only for the Club, but also for the
education of the public generally. More especially, it was
for the guidance of the underfed poor who, due to their

ignorance, allowed good food to go to waste. He goes on
to suggest the Club should publish "carefully-coloured
illustrations" (a number of which we now know he had
already prepared) and, despite some chaffing laughter,
gains his objective by persuading members to vote a grant
of six pounds to publish three of them. It should be noted
that Bull held a strong card: he was Editor of the
Transactions.

We do not know if there was collusion between Bull and
Mrs Key. Bull had prefaced his reply saying, "They were
very much obliged to Mrs. Key [my underlining] for
introducing the subject of Funguses to the notice of the
Club". Interestingly, Mrs Key's paper is dated September

1867, but we know that before this, on the 17th August,

mycologists from home and abroad were attracted to the
Forays - such as Berkeley, Broome, Cooke, Plowright,
Phillips, Quelet, Cornu and others. The Forays gained
such scientific distinction that, amongst British
mycologists, Bull is remembered as a key figure in the
founding of mycological science, which today enters
almost every aspect of modern life. Sadly, Bull died in
1885 and without his drive they slowly declined until they
finally ceased after 1892. But the Forays had provided the
foundation and impetus which, only four years later, led to
the inauguration of the British Mycological Society in 1896.
But that is another story....
That Bull was held in high regard by his peers is
evidenced by a quotation from the Transactions of the
words of an unknown writer after his death:
"He was a truly great and good man and the people's best

friend. Words fail to convey how marvellous was his
influence, how sincere his devotion, how beautiful his
behaviour and how
sensitive he was to human
suffering".
Notes:

1.

Bull had written to another member, Thomas Blashill,
saying, "I am thinking of suggesting that the Club should
publish 3 coloured plates of Edible Funguses - with a
paper, of course, with proper receipts [recipes] for cooking

them which, of course, I must manage"10

In the next Transactions, coloured illustrations with
descriptions of the Fairy Ring Champignon (Marasmius
oreades), the Parasol (Macrolepiota procera) and Saffron
Milkcap {Lactarius deliciosus) were published.

This should be seen as a means of conditioning opinion
about fungi and a prelude to what was to become a
historic event the following year. An extra field meeting of
the Club was announced for "A Foray amongst the

2.
3.
4.

5.

Funguses" to be held on the 9th October 1868 (see next
page). There is evidence that Bull conferred with Edwin

rings'.10

The first foray duly took place and was hailed as such a
success that the Club resolved to repeat it the following
year. Thereby were launched the famous series of
Herefordshire "Forays amongst the Funguses", which
continued for 24 years. Many eminent botanists and

Bull had the following qualifications: Diploma in
Medicine, Edinburgh; Dip in Surgery, London;
Diploma in surgery, Edinburgh; Licence from the
Apothecaries Co. London. Gold Medal from Univ. of
Edinburgh for Dissertation on disease of the brain.
Sir Charles Bell prize for the senior class of surgery,
Edinburgh, 1841. Gold Medal for best essay on the
Viability of the infant, Edinburgh.
J.H.Ross, in A Herefordshire Miscellany (2000),

Lapridge Publications.
M.Lawley. The Bygone Botanists of Herefordshire
(1995).
J.Ramsbottom, Mushrooms & Toadstools. 1953.p70.
Spooner & Roberts Fungi 2005. p493.
Badham's On the Esculent Funguses of England
1847; Bolton's An History of Fungusses growing

about Halifax 1788-91, Berkeley's Fungi in Smith's
English Flora 1836, Berkeley & Broome's Notices of
Fungi in Annals and Magazine of Natural History

Lees about this beforehand.10 It was usual in Lees'

Worcestershire Club for fungi to be "gathered and named
wherever found as an incidental part of field meetings and
particularly when the last meeting of the year was held in
October".
Bull would have known that Lees was already
accustomed to naming fungi at field meetings and this first
Woolhope Foray may have been at Lees' suggestion. But
both Lees and Bull had reasons for promoting a special
Fungus Event: Bull wanted to introduce fungi into Club
activities and Lees needed an opportunity to read his
paper, expounding his theory about the cause of 'fairy

12

1838-1889.

6.

M.Lawley. A Botanical Stroll through Herefordshire

7.

(1999).
C.G.Ainsworth. Introduction to the History of

8.

Mycology. 1976. CUP.
J.E.A.Weightman. Field Mycologist W{4) Oct. 2009.

9.
7WA/FC1867.pp76-79.
10. J.H.Ross. TWNFC20Q0. Letters of Dr. Henry
Graves Bull to Thomas Blashill 1864 to1885.
11. M.M.Jones, The Lookers-out of Worcestershire.
1980. Worcs Naturalists' Club.

12.

7WWFC1958 p65.
Ted Blackwell
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1868.
President—DR.

WILL BE

HELD

M'CULLOUGH.

AT

HEREFORD,

FOR

A

amtmgst tbs
ON

FRIDAY,

OCTOBER

9.

It is proposed to have an Exhibition of Funguses at the Mitre Hotel,
and Members who attend this Meeting are requested to bring with them a
collection of Funguses from their own districts in the morning.

If the weather prove favourable, an Excursion will be made in carriages
to visit Holme Lacy Park, by the kind permission of Sir E. Scudamore
Stanhope, Bart.,—Caplar Hill and Camp,—and, if time permits on the
return, the grounds of Sufton Oourt.
The carriages will leave the Green Dragon Hotel at ten o'clock—to arrive
back again a little before three o'clock, to examine the collection of Funguses.
The dinner will take place at the Mitre Hotel, at four o'clock p.m., when
several of the edible Funguses, cooked from the Olub receipts, will be
served. Tickets 4/- each.
After dinner, a paper on "Fairy Rings, and the Funguses that
Inhabit them," will be read by Edwin Lees, Esq., F.L.S., &c, to be
followed by a discussion on the subject.

Gentlemen intending to be present are particularly requested to inform
the Assistant Secretary, Mr. Arthur Thompson, St. Nicholas Street, Hereford,
on or before Tuesday, October 6th, that exact arrangements may be made.
The cost for carriage conveyance will be 3s. each to gentlemen giving the
required notice, but 1/- extra will be charged to thoBe who come without
notice.
Moccas Rectory, Hereford,
Sept. 2lBt, 1868.

GEORGE H. 00RNEWALL,
Hon. Sec.
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ANOTHER LICHENICOLOUS FUNGUS YOU CAN LOOK OUT FOR - ILLOSPORIOPSIS CHRISTIANSEN!!
The current British Lichen Society map (2008) indicates
that a red lichenicolous fungus, Illosporiopsis christiansenii

garden in Brecknockshire. As I had to hand 400

is either very rare in much of England, or no one

specimens of portions of branches with
Xanthoriicola physciae growing on X. parietina, I re-

has looked for it. In an interesting parallel with the

examined these, looking for/, christiansenii.

absence of records of another lichenicolous fungus,

finds among these specimens, by 2009, 52 specimens or

Xanthoriicola physciae (Preece & Blackwell. 2004), Ted

records of /. christiansenii had accumulated from 14 VC's,

Blackwell collected the first known Herefordshire

including four recorded in the "New, Rare or Interesting"
sections of Br. Lichen Soc. Bull. Nos. 88 (VC's 25 &
27), 89 {VC 41) and 96 (VC 46) from the years 1997, 2000

specimen of/, christiansenii in 2002 (Blackwell & Spence,
2003).

It was inconspicuous, occurring as minute pinkish

dot-like "splashes or lumps", apparently with no

Including the

&2001.

macroscopic structure on the lichen Scoliciosporum

chlorococcum growing on Elder (Sambucus nigra) in

What does Illosporiopsis christiansenii look like?

Leintwardine churchyard.
The type specimen, then called Hobsonia christiansenii
By 2006, eleven records of/, christiansenii from different

was described by Lowen et al., (1986) as being "strong

sites in Herefordshire had been made, on Physcia tenella,

pink" in colour. Often only one, isolated, pink-red mass is

Parmelia suicata and, especially, on Xanthoria

seen, curiously angular in appearance, not round, having

parietina. In 2006, I found it for the first time in Shropshire

on a lilac tree (Syringa vulgaris) in our garden near

the general appearance of a tiny piece of pink-red butter,
1 to 2 mm across (Fig. 1). The mass consists of

Oswestry on X. parietina.

multicellular conidia, which are heiicoid, irregular in size

Soon, / christiansenii had

been recorded from 23 sites in Shropshire {VC 40) and 14

and shape, borne on stalks (Fig. 2, bottom right) and

sites in Herefordshire (VC 36). Shelly and Mike Stroud

approximately 17-30 urn x 11-20 jam.

found it (again on X- parietina) on an apple tree in their

Above: illosporiopsis christiansenii (photographs by Bryan Lack)

Above:Marchandiomyces corallinus (photographs by Bryan Lack)

Don't confuse it with Marchandiomyces corallinusl
Jo Weightman in Kent, and myself in Shropshire have
come across a different lichenicoious fungus which at a
glance in the field was mistaken for /. christiansenii.

We were not alone in this difficulty. When he recorded the
first specimen of/, christiansenii from the whole of Wales

collected in 1997, A. Orange wrote " /. christiansenii may
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have been ignored as Marchandiomyces corallinus in the
past" (Br. Lichen Soc. Bull. (2000) 89, 75). Whereas the

Flavobacterium baltimorensis, Porpidia albo-caerulescens,
and Candelaha concolor. These lichens, with

in a drop of water, those of M. corallinus (Fig. 3) are

/. christiansenii on them were found only on trees or
shrubs - spp. of Salix, Crataegus, Sorbus, Malus,

very difficult to separate. They are simple, round or oval

Sambucus, Syringa, Prunus, Ulmus and Fraxinus.

curious stalked spores of/. Christian senii quickly disperse

(Fig. 4).

Under a dissecting microscope M. corallinus
As with Xanthoriicola physciae, nothing, at all, is known

looks like numerous orange warts.

about the biology of /. christiansenii.
What is known about /. christianseni?

Perhaps one of the

key features of this fungus are its helicosporous
multicellular spores and their rapid dispersal in water

This is a difficult fungus to see because of its size

(rain?) drops. There is a large literature about the biology

amongst crowded lichen thalli, which may account for the

of such spores and this aspect is being studied further.

spread of dates on which it has been found over the last
86 years; on the other hand finding the fungus may be

References

related to its biology (see later) in some way.
First recorded in Germany in 1923 on Physcia tenelia

Blackwell, E. & Spence, S. (2003). 'Caring for God's
Acre1. Herefordshire Fungus Survey Group Newsletter 5,

growing on Ulmus, there was no report again for 30 years

Spring 2003, 11.

(Canada, 1955). Then another gap of over 20 years (Italy,
1979), followed by Luxemburg (1983), Austria (1985),

Lowen, R., Brady, B.L., Hawksworth, D.L. & Patterson,

South Devon, England (1985), Spain (1985), Baltimore,

R.R.M. (1986). Two new lichenicolous species off
Hobsonia. Mycologia, 78, (5)842-846.

U.S.A. (1990), Cardiff, Wales (1997), East Norfolk,
England (2000), East Suffolk, England (2001), Glamorgan,
Wales (2001) followed by the records described at the

Preece, T.F. & Blackwell, E. (2004).

beginning of this account.

physciae a common species in Britain?' Br. Lichen Soc.
Bull 85 7-10.

World-wide, the list of recorded host lichens for
/. christiansenii is as follows:

'Is Xanthoriicola
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AN INTERESTING WEBSITE
The Northern Ireland Fungus Group Website - www.nifq.orq.uk
! have found the website of the Northern Ireland Fungus

and other grassland fungi. Furthermore, statistics from

Group to be most interesting and useful.

their database (with an associated on-line atlas) and a list

of dried material held are given. The photographic
The Group itself (set up to promote the conservation of

material is first class.

and interest in fungi in Northern Ireland.) was established
in 1996 by some keen amateur mycologists who enjoy

Biological issues of contemporary relevance, such as

foraying in some of the most beautiful parts of Northern

biodiversity, are addressed and reference is made to

Ireland.

biodiversity action plans.

Their website has been designed by David Mitchel (now
living in Breconshire) and gives

In addition, general botanical

current foray dates,

topics are sometimes covered, such as winter tree
identification and there are also links to other interesting
fungal websites - including a reference to the distribution
of grassland fungi in Wales, contributed to by Shelley

•

past forays,

Evans.

•

the history of Northern Ireland fungus recording,

•

•

lists of fungi recorded,

•

fungal news.

Also, interesting finds are discussed and information

Above all The NIFG seem to have the mycoiogist's
ultimate how-to-do-it website.

Gareth Morgan

provided on edible fungi, ectomycorrhizal fungi, waxcaps

Page 12

PHOLIOTAS IN VC36
The two notable Pholiotas recorded in 2009, P. lenta and P. spumosa set me thinking about this genus in our area.
Pholiota - main characters (ignore this if you know your way about Pholiotas):
Colour - yellow range - often developing rusty/orange tones at centre.

Cap surface - may be extremely glutinous, ie coated in thick slime, or just moist to tacky.

Cap ornament - cuticle may be broken into scales, sometimes erect, sometimes flattened; or smooth with veil remains
at the margin.
Stipe - may be very scaly up to the point where the cap separated from it, or have a more or less distinct ring zone.
Spores - rusty brown, P. populnea snuff brown.
Habitat - generally on wood; some species on large trunks /stumps /branches; others on woody debris.
Overview

There are 243 Pholiota records for Herefordshire, some dating back to the 19lh century, covering 36 genera and xx species.
Today, some of these genera have been reclasstfied as Agrocybe, Conocybe, Galerina, Gymnopilus, Hebeloma,
Kuehneromyces, Phaeogalera and Phaeolepiota and a number of species have been "sunk1 ie synonymised with others.
Pholiota amara has been reclassified as P. alnicolor var. salicicola and finally one record was to genus only. On the other
hand, there is one gain, as Hemipholiota albocrenulata has become, perhaps temporarily, Pholiota atbocrenulata.

After all these re-allocations, 14 Pholiotas remain on the Herefordshire list. Some are common, well known and easy to
identify in the field, eg PP. alnicola , gummosa (includes P. ochrochlora) and squarrosa.
• Pholiota alnicolor lacks scales and lacks a slimy

coating; more or less uniformly yellow all over, but
with rusty colours developing from the stipe base
upwards; in clusters on broadleaved, usually dead,
trees. Funga Nordica places this in Flammula alnicolor.

Phoiiota gummosa is found in troops, hugging the
ground, often in disturbed situations, presumably on
buried wood. The cap is a pale greenish yellow,
sometimes with a few brownish scales at the margin.

P. squarrosa occurs in clumps usually at the foot of living
broadleaved trees. Cap and stipe are dry with brown

scales on a pale yellow ground.
There are differing interpretations of the
P. aurivella/adiposa/cerifera complex - stay with

P.auhvella for the very glutinous golden scaly species
often in large clusters on fallen beech.
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The yellow/orange/brown bonfire species

P. highlandensis is usually straightforward, so long as
the possibility of confusion with the paler whitish to
yellow brown Hebeloma anthracophilum (which shares

Meadow in 1999. There were two collections in Surrey
in the 1950's and this would be the third UK collection;
unfortunately no voucher exists. The new Funga
Nordica, however, has it as Hemistropharia

this habitat) is borne in mind.

aibocrenulata. This is a striking, glutinous, dark tawny

Pholiota populnea is a large, chunky fungus, with a pale

to violaceous brown species with whitish remains of
veil at the margin and whitish then violet grey gills

brown cap well strewn, as is the stipe, with large white

with a serrate white edge. The stipe is brownish and

shaggy scales.

has erect scales below the distinct ring. On dead or

It occurs singly or in small clusters on

recently fallen poplar- two records Downton 1874 as P.

living wood, especially of aspen or other broadleaf trees,

heteroclita and Mary Knoll Valley 1981. P. populnea is

single or in small clusters.

never common, partly for lack of the host, as many

this rare species were re-recorded - whatever the name.

poplars are planted in streets or parks where the

But consider the possibility of the tall and elegant

It would be very exciting if

corpses of dead trees are not considered ornamental.

Stropharia squamosa var. thrausta before you get too

Funga Nordica has placed this species in Hemipholiota.

excited.
• Pholiota alnicola var. salicicota Fishpooi Valley 1996
(recorded as P. amara): distinguished from P alnicola by
the bitter taste and occurrence on willow. P. alnicola
also occurs on willow but is miid-tasting.

And so to my point of departure:
• Pholiota lenta Haugh Wood 1999, Downton Gorge 2005,

Queenswood Arboretum 2009 (see photo on next page):
rather uncommon in the UK. A slimy pallid species,
ageing pale, beige brown in time, with white scales
floating in the gluten especially at the margin.

On

the ground on rotting wood or debris of all kinds of wood,
but beech in particular. Grows singly or in small
clusters.
Pholiota flammans is a startlingly bright yellow to flame
colour, with both cap and stipe covered with erect
sulphur yellow scales. It is fairly common in Scotland,
much less so further south; usually on conifer, but can
occur on deciduous wood as in the two VC 36 records at

Dinmore Hill 1967 and Brilley Green 2003.
Pholiota conissans is a small, fairly pale yellow species,
becoming more tawny at maturity, viscid to glutinous,
more or less smooth capped, occurring on bare soil
among sedges, or on willow debris in damp

situations such as dried out ponds.

Grows singly or in

small clusters. 7 records, including P.graminis and P.
obstrusa between 1973 and 2008.

(NB Fishpooi 1999

as P. conissans and Fred Fincher's 1973 record as P.
abstruse, Haye Park 1982 as P.ochrochlora).
Pholiota tuberculosa (includes Pcurvipes), at 5cm cap

diameter, is another small yellow species, developing
tawny colours. The cap is usually dry, fibrillose often
with small scales at the margin. It grows, sometimes
with a curved stipe, on dead wood of broad-leaved trees.
7 sites and 13 records. Grows singly or in small
clusters.

This is a another small (3cm diam.) species, but

is pallid, white to pale brownish with an indistinct ring
zone, occurring in summer to autumn on dead conifer
stumps and debris, sometimes buried debris and,
occasionally on broadleaved wood.

photo on next page) is a conifer species, fruiting in huge
clusters on piles of wood chips.

Seen from a distance

{front cover photograph) and because of abundance, I
suspected first, a rather highly coloured Hypholoma

Phoiiota scamba was recorded on the Haffield estate in
2004.

Pholiota spumosa Mortimer Forest December 2009 (see

Grows singly or in

small clusters.
Phoiiota albocrenulata (name used in CBIB): recorded

fasciculare, then H.

sublateritium, but the caps were

orange rather than rosy brick and yellow at the margin.
As soon as I had one in my hand, the beige-coloured
gills disproved both these suppositions. This was a
brown- not purple black-spored fungus.

Soon I realised

that what I had taken for ice on the caps -we were, at
the time, at the height of a big freeze - was actually
frozen gluten. This collection of Pholiota spumosa,

confirmed by Alick Henrici, has been deposited at Kew.

as Hemipholiota albocrenulata from Crow Wood and
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I have tried to indicate

especially ash in my

some helpful field

experience. The cap is brown,

characters. However,

hygrophanous, with flecks of

with some species,

white veil at the margin,

especially those in the

moist/sticky but not deeply

subgenus

glutinous. The stipe has an

Flammuloides, which

indistinct ring zone.

includes PP. lenta,

dull, not rusty, brown.

scamba, spumosa and

Courtecuisse has it as

mixta, it is essential to

Hemipholiota oedipus, CBIB

check spore shape and

and Funga Nordica as

presence or absence of

Phaeogatera dissimulans - the

chrysocystidia.

latter work recognising that it is

Spore print

a poor bedfellow with the only

Finally, a word about

other species placed in that

'Pholiota'oedipus. This

genus and that it "does not

is a winter fruiting

seem to be closely related to

species occurring in leaf
litter and woody debris,

any known genus".

Jo Weightman

usually of broadleaved trees,

BLUE BEAUTIES

We thought that you might like to see these 'Blue Beauties', found on a Gwent Fungus Group foray at New Grove Meadows,
near Trelleck, Monmouthshire.
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FUNGI IN GRAVEYARDS - A LAST RESTING PLACE?
In the late summer and autumn my choice of venue for a trip out often includes a cemetery or churchyard much to the
amusement of friends and family, but these sites can be excellent places to find grassland fungi. Their importance is now
being recognised because the grass generally remains unimproved and receives no fertiliser or other chemicals, whereas
most agricultural grassland, particularly in lowland areas, has been improved by ploughing, reseeding and fertilising.

The

grassland fungi, which comprise the Clavariolds (Fairy Clubs), Hygrocybes (Waxcaps), Entolomas (Pinkgills),
Geoglossaceae (Earthtongues), Dermolomas and other groups, are very sensitive, especially to the use of fertilisers and will
quickly disappear if the land is improved. A churchyard or cemetery though restricted in area may therefore act as an oasis

and be the 'last resting place' locally for the 'CHEGD' suite of fungi.
Throughout the year I note any promising sites to visit in the autumn.

Not all churchyards and cemeteries are suitable and

prerequisites for potential best habitats are older, well established ones that are well maintained, with regularly mown grass
and where the clippings are removed, thus mimicking a grazing regime. They are often herb rich, mossy swards and small
mown areas away from the main burial ground can be exceptionally good. Unkempt graveyards even if old, with long, rank
vegetation are usually poor habitats, but may improve if they become managed.
Churchyards and cemeteries are ideal subjects for regular monitoring and the reward can be an ever-increasing list of

species. They are generally fairfy small, but good sites and may support a large number and concentration of species
relative to their size. The positions of important fungi can often be marked by their proximity to a nearby grave and a photo
of both is useful for future visits (see below).
Disadvantages for the graveyard forayer include arriving to find the grass has been cut just prior to a visit however, they
soon become expert at identifying fungi from fragments and it is surprising how many species can be accurately identified in
this way. Discreetness may be an issue: the other cemetery visitors may not appreciate a suspected 'magic mushroom

gatherer1 while visiting their loved ones but, in general, this is not a big problem, especially if one avoids visiting at key times.

My favourite site is a small, well-maintained churchyard

and a single Squamanita paradoxa was found in 2007, the

and graveyard in Penisarwaun, the halfway point on my

1S| VC49 record. [Class A species are the best indicator

regular 10 mile run and a good excuse for a break.

species of un-improved swards, (see Rotheroe, 1999,
McHugh et al, 2001, Evans and Aron, 2008)].

Recording started here in 2003 and the cumulative list
now exceeds 53 CHEGD species, (C8. H24, E15, G5,
D1). More species are expected with Violet Coral,
Clavaha zoliingeri recorded for the first time in 2007 and

Microglossum olivaceum is a BAP and RDL species, quite

Pink Waxcap, Hygrocybe calypthformis and Vermillion

variable in colour with green, olive-brown and brown forms
and I have recorded it in several of the churchyards I

Waxcap, H. miniata in 2009.

monitor- It seems to have a preference for 'edges' so

In addition to large numbers

of the typical Crimson Waxcap, Hygrocybe punicea, it also
supports an attractive lemon-yellow form recorded in two

seasons, which has identical features to the type species
except for the colour. The green form of Olive
Earthtongue, Microglossum olivaceum grows in good
numbers and other notable 'Class A' species include
Splendid Waxcap, Hygrocybe splendidissima, Nitrous
Waxcap, H. nitrata, Big Blue Pinkgill, Entoloma bloxamii

path-sides, by hedges, walls etc are worth inspecting
closely, especially if Hygrocybe punicea is also present. A
personal observation is that M. olivaceum may have
similar habitat requirements to this waxcap as the 2
species frequently grow together. In a mycological survey
of grassland sites in the Arfon area of Gwynedd in 2007,

Penisarwaun ranked 3rd highest out of the 40 sifes from

which records were collated, (Evans & Aron, 2008).
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There is only one site that I can legitimately visit - the

I have several other excellent churchyards/cemeteries to

cemetery at Rhos Isaf, near Caernarfon, where my

visit and, of the 40 sites compared in Arfon in 2007, 4

mother-in-law is buried - and luckily it is another excellent

were ranked in the top 10. These sites are even more

site ranked 8th, with the brown form of Microglossum

special when one considers their relatively small areas

olivaceum growing within a few feet of her grave.

compared with the other much more extensive sites in the

Amongst the other notable species recorded here are
Blushing Waxcap {Hygrocybe ovina), H. punicea, Citrine

Anglesey, which has very little unimproved land, would

survey.

I have no doubt that a similar comparison on

place the island cemeteries I monitor on the top of a list.

Waxcap ( H. citrinovirens), Clavaria zollingeri and
C. amoenoides initially in 2005 and again in 2008 - the first

Sadly, these 'last resting places' by their very 'raison

GB record, (Roberts, 2008, Evans D, 2009). In 2006, I
recorded Date Waxcap (Hygrocybe spadicea) there. This

d'etre' are not totally safe refuges for this special suite of

was a good year for this BAP species, with further records
from another site in Caernarfonshire and other parts of

fungi and on one very small, but very rich churchyard site,
a large colony of Microglossum olivaceum and Hygrocybe

Wales, (pers. comm.). I have only recorded this fungus

citrinovirens have been almost totally wiped out by the

once previously - on the Great Orme in 2000 - despite

provision of a new car-park for the churchgoers.

vigorous surveying for grassland fungi on all types of

both are still present, but in very reduced numbers on tiny

habitat.

areas of path-side. At another cemetery, the colony of M.

It suggests that this species is genuinely rare, or

fungi.

The digging of new graves may compromise some

Luckily,

that it requires very specific weather conditions to

olivaceum has been lost by the provision of a new footpath

encourage fruiting, as perhaps occurred in 2006. A similar

along the side of the grass where it grew.

event probably occurred with the appearance of
Squamanita paradoxa across Britain in 2008. {Kibby,

I am very privileged in Caernarfonshire still to have some

2009, Evans D., 2009).

un-improved grassland, although mainly in the more

A church graveyard in Tregarth delights each year with

farmed and, except for some coastal grassland,

wonderful displays of Hygrocybe punicea all round the

churchyards and cemeteries, along with private houses,

gravestones. This large red Class A species is fairly
common, both in its occurrence and reliability of fruiting

expect, is the case in large areas of lowland Britain.

each season, but it is an excellent indicator species and is

Monitoring of these special sites is therefore of increasing

upland areas. Anglesey, in contrast, is very intensively

really are the 'last resting places' for these fungi - as, I

only found on the best quality sites, with the promise of

importance and hopefully good sites will not be

many other fungi present. Other species at this site,

compromised by too many new graves

ranking 5th include M. olivaceum, (green form),

H. splendidissima, H. nitrata and H. ovina.

Text & photographs by Debbie Evans
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The Herefordshire Fungus Survey
Group invite you to a

Fungus Exhibition t MiiHkiiki Day
Saturday, October 10th at the Hereford
Museum 10.30 am - 4.00 pm

not brina wmrown specimens lor m in
fry to uhinliiij!
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