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Welcome to the Spring 2016 News Sheet 
 

Once again, I have to apologise for the inordinate delay in 
publishing this issue.  I know that, thanks to all our 
contributors, it will prove well worth the wait, though. 
 
Ted Blackwell has written about two rarely recorded 
ascomycetes: 
 
Octospora coccinea - a tiny bryophilous fungus, of the 

type that he and Tom Preece encouraged us to look out 
for last year in News Sheet no. 29 (pp10 - 11); 
 
Phaeobotryosphaeria visci - the teliomorph of the much 
more commonly found Mistletoe leaf spot, Sphaeropsis 
visci.  This is not only a first record for the County, but 
also for the UK.  You may have also seen mention of it in 
'The Lost and Found Fungi project Update March-April 
2016'. 
 
Debbie spent some time last Autumn surveying grassland 
fungi on five sites on the LlȒn Peninsula, for the National 
Trust.  In this issue she describes some of her more 
uncommon finds and has illustrated her article with some 
very nice photographs of them. 
 
Jo sheds some really helpful light into the world of Jelly 
Fungi (Heterobasidiomycetes), covering quite a number 
of the larger ones that we may come across. As many of 
us find these difficult, this is well worth reading. 
 
Several years ago, I remember that Tom Preece spent 

some time puzzling over a mystery 
'Jelly Fungus'.  He eventually 
decided that it was, in fact, not 
fungal at all, but some of the 
moisture retention gel of the sort 
that is used in disposable nappies 
and also with the compost for 
potting plants.  Graham & Paula 
Park also came across some of this 
mystery 'Jelly Fungus' recently and 
Graham decided to investigate. 

 
I hope you enjoy reading this issue. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The deadline for the next News Sheet will be September 
20th.   Donôt forget that the Editor is always looking for 
your contribution(s) to the News Sheet.   It is by no 
means too early to start sending these to me - it does 
help a great deal if you can send me your articles, 
photos, etc.  as far as possible in advance of the 
deadline! 
 
Happy reading! 

Mike Stroud 
mikestroud1@btinternet.com 
 
 
In February, Shane Jones sent me this photograph of a 
very early appearing Morel (probably the Black Morel,  
Morchella elata, according to Jo), which he found in grass 
on the edge of some woodchipping laid on a flower 
border in Lugwardine. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The ascomycete, Cudoniella acicularis (Oak Pin), 
although quite common, is always nice to find - like this 
one at Oaker Wood on 18/11/2015. 
 
 
 
 
 

President:            Ted Blackwell 

Recorder:       Jo Weightman 

Chairman:       Roger Evans  

Secretary:       Mike Stroud 

Treasurer:       Charles Hunter 

Technical Officer:             Steve Rolph 
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RECORDER'S REPORT FOR 2
ND

 HALF YEAR SEPTEMBER TO DECEMBER 2015 

 
The autumn season has been exceptionally mild 
throughout.  Dry conditions at the outset seem to have 
caused a shut down ï and the ensuing wet weather did 
not restore fruiting. 
 
Overall, we have seen a good range of dead wood and 
litter species, but rarely any abundance. 
 
Downton Gorge  09.09.15   
12 new site records   
This was the Group`s first visit to Downton Gorge National 
Nature Reserve and a very rewarding one.  Simon Cooter 
from Natural England kindly arranged to transport 
members to Castle Bridge from where it is possible to 
explore in several directions.  One group went along the 
north side of the river and a second group along the south.   
 
Agarics and boletes dominated the scene.   
Melanophyllum haematospermum which often occurs in 
gardens and hothouses, was present in rich deciduous 
litter.  It is cousin to the Lepiotas but differs in having red 
gills and spores.  5

th
 VC36 record.  When Cortinarius 

cinnabarinus was recorded here in 1872 it prompted some 
purple prose in the Transactions of the Woolhope Club - 
ñits tint is so gorgeous and refulgent as to defy water 
colours to reproduce ï the most luminous scarlet-vermilion 
pales before it.  It is beyond question the most brilliant 
addition of the year to the British Mycological Floraò.  
Since then there have been no known sightings at this site 
until now.   I was not present but I hope a cheer went up.  
3rd site since 1960.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Porphyrellus porphyrosporus is a rarely seen, sombre 
bolete with green-staining pores and vinaceous grey-
staining flesh.  It was first found in the county at Croft in 
the 1990s and this find now gives us a second VC36 site.  
(Interestingly, it was also collected at Clunton in 
Shropshire in late October this year.  3

rd
 VC40 record.) 

 
 
Eastnor Castle 23.09.15  
33 new site records  

This was a fruitful foray, with a good number of agarics, 
mainly litter species, beneath the mature conifers set in 
grass.  The mycorrhizal Inocybes were abundant under 
the trees.  I cincinnata (formerly I phaeocomis) - coll.Sue 

Hunter - has a distinctive  brown edge to the gills, a most 
unusual feature in an Inocybe.   

 

Patricia Morgan discovered two of the day`s óspecialsô.  
One was Agaricus bohusii, a large dark ómushroomô with 
broad flat dark scales.  It usually occurs in clumps 
although in this instance it was solitary.   

 

On the other hand, her second species, Gyrodon lividus, is 

a bolete which normally occurs singly within a troop, but 
this time grew in an overlapping cluster.  This was a 
species restricted to alder and listed as Near Threatened 
on the current British Red Data List.  6

th
 VC36 site.  Key 

characters are the decurrent, strongly blue-green staining 
pores below a yellow-ochre cap.   

 

Finally, careful examination of some earthstars 
collected by Cherry Greenway proved to be a fourth 
Herefordshire collection of the ónewô earthstar 
Geastrum britannicum (see Issue 29 of the News 

Sheet).  The specimens were old and tatty, but 
diagnostic characters could be seen and the very 
small spores clinched the identification.    
 
 
Moccas Park NNR  07.10.15 
10 new site records  
This was an all-day foray held under a benign sky.  
The fungi were not having a field day and many that 
might have been there were not.  Nevertheless, a 
splendid number of species were recorded.  Most 
surveying was concentrated in the lower pastures 
and under the old parkland trees.   

 
Geoglossum umbratile was picked up at the outset on the 
car parking side of the road  -so not in the NNR.  Rather 
surprisingly the dry, fibrillose Hygrocybe intermedia was 

one of the commonest waxcaps and several members 
collected the pink waxcap Hygrocybe calyptriformis.   
 
A large Agaricus resembling an overgrown field mushroom 
proved to be A. litoralis (formerly A. spissicaulis).   
 
Cortinarius  purpurascens is a large fungus which readily 
bruises purple.  The current position is that the name is 
retained for specimens growing with conifers,but, if found 
with broad-leaf as this was, the name Cortinarius 
collocandoides should be used.   
 

Cortinarius cinnabarinus - Downton Gorge (9/9/2015) 

Porphyrellus porphyrosporus - Downton Gorge (9/9/2015) 
photo by John Bingham 
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Sue Hunter collected a cluster of white, branched clubs 
from grassland which keyed out as Ramariopsis subtilis, a 

first Herefordshire collection.   
Cherry Greenway found a fungus that looked like frost 
colonising an old myxo.  Both elements were identified by 
Ted Blackwell, the frosting being the rarely recorded 
Stilbella byssiseda (third VC36 record) and the myxo was 
Lindbladia tubulina.  This was last recorded in 
Herefordshire in 1877 and has very few entries on the 
national database.  Ted tells me that it looks like the sole 
of an old boot!  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
And finally the greatest surprise of the day - Xeromphalina 
cauticinalis, a distinctly northern species found growing in 
sheets under a pine by John and Denise Bingham.  It is 
nationally rare, having been classed as Vulnerable in the 
Provisional Red Data List although removed in the current 
one.  A nineteenth century Herefordshire collection from 
Merryhill Common was painted by Dr Bull.  This is a small 
yellow- capped fungus with decurrent gills and a black 
stipe.   
 
 
Queens Wood Dymock 
21.10.15     17 new records 

Much of the wood is converted 
to conifer so it was no 
surprise, but as always a 
delight to see the gelatinous 
and spiny Pseudohydnum 
gelatinosum on dead 
coniferous wood and stumps.  
By far the commonest species 
seen was Marasmiellus 
ramealis which had emerged 
in countless thousands in 
response to the long waited rains.  Jelly 
baby Leotia lubrica was abundant in thick 

litter under beech and here also nestled a 
large ring of the yellow hare`s ear Otidea 
onotica.   
 
Among the new site records, Lepiota 
ignivolvata is a pale, quite large (for a 
Lepiota) species - the red-brown band on 
the ring is a good indicator.  Identification of 
a large pallid, brown-gilled agaric collected 
by Charles Hunter was instant, once 
smelled ï it was the almond- perfumed 
Hebeloma radicosum which arises on a long 

root-like structure from the underground 
latrine or nest of small rodents. 
 

Typhula quisquiliaris is common, but has to be looked for 
on dead splitting bracken stems.  This time it was spotted 
by Shelly Stroud, who also collected and identified 
Psilachnum chrysostigma, a tiny white disc turning yellow 
then red when touched. 
 
 
Bromyard Downs 28.10.15 29 new records 

The Group was asked to survey a small patch of woodland 
dominated by ash and sycamore with some limited sweet 
chestnut and a ground layer with much ivy and bramble.  
Despite this unpromising habitat, we recorded a useful list 
of baseline woodland species and some members 
reached an area of open grassland at the far end.  The 
lichen flora was very limited ï our thanks to Heather Colls 
for the two! that she did manage to find.   
 
A few common mycorrhizal species (Lactarius, Russula) 
were found in small numbers with the sweet chestnut ï
recording under the other trees was limited to litter and 
dead wood species.  The most dramatic of these was 
probably the black and white Coprinopsis picacea, which 
was present in some quantity (the pungent smell was 
equally imposing) and a fine display of the blue-green 
cups of Chlorociboria aeruginascens (coll. Annamaria 
Paterson).   
 
The slender clubs of Macrotyphula fistulosa stood 
improbably to attention along twigs fallen to the woodland 
floor.  Delving beneath dry fallen leaves, especially of oak, 
to the damp ones beneath, revealed the tiny Mycena 
polyadelpha.    
 
Hymenoscyphus albopunctus (coll/det Shelly Stroud) is a 

small white stalked cup which 
dries yellowish.  Although Ellis 
& Ellis describe it as common 
on the dead midrib and petiole 
of rotten leaves, there are very 
few records on the national 
database.  2

nd
 VC36 record. 

 
 
Crow Wood and Meadow 
04.11.15      52 new records 

There are no new vice-county 
records on the list this time, but 
numerous new site records 
from the cow-grazed pasture 

nearest the entrance and also 
from the wood pasture above.  
Little was recorded from the 
hay meadow.  The diversity of 
species seen made up for an 
overall lack of abundance.   
 
Notables in the woodland: 
First, a very common species 
on an uncommon host.   
Patricia Morgan found Jelly ear 
Auricularia auricula-judae on 

an attached branch of a wild 
service tree Sorbus 
torminalis.K. 
 
Rain-soaked mossy trunks of 
living trees should always be 

Xeromphalina cauticinalis - Moccas Park (7/10/2015) 
photo by John Bingham 

Typhula quisquiliaris - Dymock  (21/10/2015) 

Psilachnum chrysostigmum - Dymock (21/10/2015) 

~ 2 mm 

~ 500 mm 
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inspected and we were not disappointed.  The tiny blue-
grey fluted parachutes of Mycena pseudocorticola 
occurred on Wych Elm, Ulmus glabra (Val Deisler), as well 
as on the more usual oak; Mycena rubromarginata was 
equally tiny ï the red edge to the gills is a good 
distinguishing feature; Mycena hiemalis (coll/det. Shelly 

Stroud) has only been recorded twice before, suffering 
from being overlooked and confused with other species.  It 
has a grey cap, grading into white at the margin and a 
powdered stipe. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
In the grassland: 
Hygrocybe virginea was as usual the commonest of the 
nine waxcaps present but the brownish variety 
distinguished as var. fuscescens is a second vice county 
record (coll/det. Shelly Stroud).  Entoloma 
porphyrophaeum is a handsome and sturdy reddish-grey 
species with a fibrillose cap and gills that are white before 
becoming pink.  The highlight of the day was a good 
colony of the infrequently recorded Rhodocybe popinalis 

(see front cover photo), a large grey agaric with a thin 
wavy margin, which would have passed muster as a 
Tricholoma or Lepista had it not had decurrent gills.  3

rd
 

VC36 site. 
 
Back home I had two surprises.  A battered Crepidotus on 
a twig collected by Paula Park proved to be the far less 
common Clitopilus hobsonii and habitat material presented 
by Susan Hunter along with a specimen included a lurking 
holly leaf bearing the tiny, hairy-capped Marasmius 
hudsonii. 
 
 
Oaker Wood Kingsland 18.11.2015 64 new site  

records 

Oaker Wood is used for a range of outdoor activities, but 
these have impacted little on the wood as a whole.  It 
offers a variety of habitats on undulating ground, with 
conifer plantation, broadleaf patches and fringes and both 
managed and unmanaged lakes. 
 
As this was the Group`s first visit, most of the records are 
first timers ï those without the * on the post foray list 
having been recorded during a recce. made by Mike, 
Shelly and myself in November last year and another I 
made in the spring.  For the foray we spread ourselves 
around the site to get a good coverage and met up again 
to share our finds in a very welcome shelter. 
 

It was too late for much in the way of mycorrhizal species 
and there were only a few large other agarics, the wood 
blewitt being the only one in any numbers.  Nonetheless 
we recorded a satisfying list of base line species, 
dominated by those occurring on litter and dead wood.  
Among the more interesting were: 
 
Collybia cirrhata ï one of the only three taxa remaining in 
Collybia.  All are small and look alike.  Two have sclerotia,  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
this one does not.  Lyophyllum connatum often occurs in 

troops and clusters close to or even on paths.  The caps 
look like damp marble and smell of pea shucks.   
Conocybe rugosa is distinguished in the field from other 
small tan species by the presence of a good ring on the 
stem.   
 
After that, it is a microscope job.  1st VC36 record.   
Diderma deplanatum  (coll/det Shelly Stroud) 1

st
 VC36 

record.  Lyophyllum  gangraenosum (coll.  Charles Hunter) 
is dingy white to grey but discolours black with handling.  
2

nd
 VC36 record.  Mycena mirata is a very small whitish 

species that usually grows on live mossy trunks but can, 
as here, occur on litter (coll/det Shelly Stroud) 2

nd
 VC36 

record.  Terana caerulea was found by Val Deisler who 
was turning over dead wood and found a treasure.  This 
corticioid (crust-like) fungus used to be called 
Pulcherricium which means beautiful, the fungus at its 

freshest being a glorious inky blue.  3
rd

 VC 36 record.   

 
Haugh Wood and Indoor  Foray 02.12.15 

The weather was kind so we spent the morning in Haugh 
Wood and repaired to Woolhope Village Hall for a picnic 

            Mycena pseudocorticola                                                 Mycena rubromarginata - both at  Crow Wood  (4/11/2015) 

Terana caerulea - Oaker Wood  (18/11/2015) 


